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Alrmost ten years ago, during the Septembaer 11th tragedy, ke most people in the United
States, a couple in Upstate New York wars moved by the avenia they saw uniolding
belore them on television, A few days after the events that had he nation halding e
coliectiva braath, Steve and Joanne Gahin d d they dio do hing mora
than give a one tima monatary donalion, 8o began the 8/11 National Remambrance Flag.

“It was just a few days alter the 11th, thal two news ware sp p of the
tragedy and rslating it to Peart Harbor. Il was disheartening to hear them say thay did not
recall the date of the attack,” Joanne Galvin explained. She alsc sald, soon alter hearing
this report. they saw a POW/MIA fag flying. That combination along with their desire to
help, gave them the ides for tha remembrance flag.

Tha flag's background s two paneis of blue, colors of the siate’s Hlags where tha planes
weni down, New York and Pannaylvanla surrounding a black panel in the cender to
reprasent somow and reaching out 1o 1he viciim's lamilies. Thare are four stars on the fag,
red, white and blue i represant the United States. Tha stars squally represent sach site
whara a tragedy occurred that day.

The Galvin's fllad lor copyright on September 25, 2001 and recelived their first flags from
thalr U.S. manulacturer in August, 2002. Sadly, since then Steve Galvin passad away iom
cancer in 2005 bin true o har promise 1o him, Joanne contl with the

Nag. As of today, the Hlags ars being Fown In 47 states and B counires.

"Although we wera lortunate that we did not lose anyone we personalty knew that day, |
truly beleve we have iouched the heants of many families that did. When we racelve
phone calls and noles irom tamily membars thanking us for what we are doing - it is a
fenting bayond words.” Gaivin axplained.

"Beskies tha X'x5' flags, thare are paiches, lape| pins, 4°x7" stickers, business card size
stickers, handhald tiags and italian charms,” Galvin sald. “The businass card sized
stickers are popular with fire depanmenis as they ara parfact sized 1o place on their
halmets, For the dress uniforms, the paichas or pins are popular.”

Galvin is also working with New York State Senator Michael Nozzolo 10 have a bill passed
in Congrass to aliow the fiying of the mmembrance flag on Hagpoles at state and fadent
bulidings. Her hopes are that this bill would be passed before naxt yaars ten year
anniversary.

Procesds from the sale of the flags go 1o various arganizations. *tn tha past they have
gone (o the American Lagion Laegacy Schalarship Fund, local firs departments 8/13
fundraisers, events hald for wounded soldiars that have sarved oversses, Pentagon
Memorial Fund, Shanksvile Mamortal and the Twin Towers fund.” Galvin said.

Whan they originally dasigned the flag, they had hoped It would ons day bacoma the
ofticial fag 10 reprasent September 11th. "I cannat tay | would not be honored bayond
words if that were 1o ever happen,* Galvin said. "Of course. there are several other flag
dasigns that have besn created by other pecple as well, Some only represent one of the
hres places attacked on 8/11 - and some, ke ours, incorporaie all thres avents.”

“Each ims | atend a ceremony and witness the fiag being ralsed in memory of those lost
on B/11, | am so thankiul for all that | have and knowing that | might have helpad in some
small way,” Galvin sald.

Har goal is 10 continue to sell the flags 1o raise money o send to relel aiforts. They are
anly avallable thmyugh her webshe at sew §11remambrancetiag com,
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