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Couple’s 9/11 flag will continue to fly

Until last week, North Rose woman had hoped it would be adetet__i bY state

By JESSICA YOUNGMAN
fitmes@rtimes.com

NORTH ROSE ~ Joanne
Qalvin hoped a fladg she and
her late husband designed to

commemorate the terrorist
attacks of Sapt. 11 would some-
day fly at the World Trade
Center site.

Earlier this year, it seemed
her dream migh
Sen. Michae]

t come true:
I;ﬂ.::otllu, R-54 of
ayetis, support.
75l ed a bill that
f would have made
il the Galvins’ cre-
ation the official
Sept. 11 remem-
branca flag of
New York state,

Howevar, while
=l the state Senate
approved the

measure 59-2, it

died in tha Assembly bafore the
legislative season ended.

at was praity aad, espe-
cially with this year being the
10-year anniversary,”
remarked Galvin, who lives in
North Rose. “It would have
beea significant.”

_8till, she vowed to lobby law-
makers when they raturn to
Albany for the January session
= until she got a phone call
early this past week from
Nozzolio's office, '

Ona of Nozzolio's aldes
informed Galvin that Gov.
Andrew Cuomo had unveiled
the state's official Sept. 11 flag
at a press conference Tuesday
in Albany. It was not the
Galving’ flag. e

Galvin knaw nothing about it
until getting the phone call.
She believes Nozzolio's office
ms unaware of Cuomo’s plans,

Galvin

“They were just latting me
know because they had.found
out about it and wanted to
make sure I heard about it
from them before 1 heard it ona
the news, which was very
kind,” Galvin sald. *I don’t
think theré's much we can do,
but it's certainly net gofng to
atgimy efforts.”

e official flag, to be raised
at the Capitol in Albrny and

de Center alte in lower

Manhattan, shows the Twin
Towers in white on a navy blue
background. A five-sided figure
fepresents the Pentagon, and
40 yellow atara represent those

°
¥

who died when Flight 93
¢rashed in Shanksville, Pa.

The banner says *We
Remember ol

Nozzolio said the flag was
not adopted by way of lagiala-
tive voto, as was the plan for
the Galvins' design.

The governor's office didn't
reapond to a request for com-
mant Thursday.

Cuomo aaid Tuesdey the flag
is moant to sorve as a aymbol
of respect for those who died
end for New Yorkers’
resilience. Replicas will be sold
for $25 by the National
Beptember 11 Memorial and
Museum, set'to ‘cpen to the

ublic at the Trade Center site
rn September 2012.

In contrast, the Galvins' flag
has four stars, each represent-
ing one of the planes that
crashed on Sept. 11."The stars
touch each other, aymbolic of
tha unity of the United States.
A black panel in'the center
symbolizes sorrow for the inno-
cent lives lost, while the color
blue on opposite sides was cho-
sen in homage to the three
atates where planes crashed:
New York, Pennsylvania and
Virginia.

Steve Qalvin, who lost his
battle with cancer in Juna
2005, envisioned the flag on

his way home from his con-
struction job on Sept. 11, 2001,
He wanted to not only honor
those who died but al{b help
their loved ones for years to
come. A flag, he and Joanne
decided, would do'jusi that
since they could continue to
sell it for years to come and
donate the proceeds to Sept. 11
charities.

Part of Steve's idea was born
from another, long-past
tragedy on U.S. soil: Joanne
recalled her husband telling
her he was horrified that so
many peopls didn't know the
date Pearl Harbor was
attacked.

“He was overwhelmed with
the fact that something sc
hut%a would be forgotten,” she
said.

Armed with their design, the
Galvins filed a copyright and,
through the Veterans Outreach
Center in Rochester, located a
manufacturer in South
Carolina. :

The first flag ‘was made just
before the one-year anniver-
sary. 8ince then, more than
3,000 have been sold for §40
apiece or donated to charitable
organizations. After preduction
coats are subtracted, the pro-
ceeds are denated to charitles
helping families affected by

Sept. 11 or the subsequent war.
One such charity is the
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defray tuition costs for
dren of soldiers killed in war.

Joanne ha tirelessly promot-
ed the flag, using her computer
each night after getting home
from her day job at Xerox She
scours the Internet for word of
Sept. 11-relsted memorials and
subscribes to a service that
senda her copies of any news-
paper or magnzine articles on
the topic. If ahe learns a com-
munity is planning a sll:edal
sorvice, fer instance, she mails
organizers a letter and
brochure aboul the flag.

“I sent out almost 3,000 let-
ters since ' April of this year,
and | have received a lot of
feedback in rozponse,” she
said. *It in very busy, but very
rewarding.”

Joanne said it's a wn! to
honor her late husband’s lega-
cy as well ‘as those lost in the
attacks.

"He was very sincere ahout
this,” she said, *and he knew it
was going to be hard — it was

.hard whea it was just the two
of us doing it.”

Nozzolio said the couple
“demonstrated true patriotism
and deeply heartfalt commit-

ment” to enzure those who died
in the attacks won't be forgot-
ten.

“Alter Steve Galvin passed
away, Joanne's outstanding
courage and conviction to'con-
tinue the work they started
together has been truly inapir-
ing,” he said.

The city of Geneva purchased
one of the Oalvins’ yemem-
brance flags. It's raised near
the lakafront pier.

“1 think it's well done. It's a
very nice flag,” Deputy Mayor
and 6th Ward City Councilor
John Greco said. “It has been
flying all week long.”

Greco sald the city has no
plans to replace the Qalvins'
flag with the one unveiled by
Cuomo.

“It's the fag we ataried off
with and it's the flag we're
going to continue with,” ha

said. i

That kind of support has lift-
od Joanne's spirits since the
disheartening news ¢arlier this
week.

“As far as 'm ¢oncerned,
mine is official [for] the people
that support it and purchased
it,” she said. “It's all for
ramembrance. As long as peo-
ple atill want te buy this Nag, 1
will still be here to provide it.”



