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Cuoma's office said Wednesday that the state came up with its own
flag design and was satisfied that it had made a good choice.
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Although a fundraising operation associated with the flag is not a
registered nonprofit organization or charity, it has donated $15,000
in money and free flags to organizations such as American Legion
posts and fire departments, Galvin said.

With a blue and black background, Galvin's flag has four stars, two
representing the planes that flew into the World Trade Center
towers, one for Flight 93 that crashed in Shanksville, Pa., and one
for the plane that hit the Pentagon.

The Galvins' flag flew for eight years at the temporary memorial in
Shanksville, Pa. But it will not fly at the official, permanent
memorial.

Galvin gives her husband most of the credit for the design. He died
of cancer in 2005 and now she continues to promote and disfribute

the flag in his memory.

"lt's something my late husband and | started together. It was more
his design than mine and he had a deep passion for it," she said.

"It's a combination of a promise to him to keep doing something we
started together and patriotism,” she said.

Richard Bamberger, a spokesman for Gov. Andrew Cuomo, said
Tuesday that the flag chosen as the official state 9/11 flag wasn't
designed by any one individual. The Governor's Office worked with
the National September 11 Memorial & Museum on it.

"We consulted with many different people and many different
designs, and we had books and books of different designs, until we

finally came t6 one that folks from all realms agreed upon and liked,
and we find it very powerful."
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Originally the Galvins donated all proceeds from sales of their flag
to charity, but that meant they had to use their own money to order
more flags and other items.

Now Galvin uses money from sales to order more products. When
she has extra funds, they are donated to support the memorials at
the three 9/11 sites.

The idea of the flag came to Stephen Galvin when he saw a
prisoner of war flag hanging as he drove his car. By the first
anniversary of the tragedy they were selling the flags on the
Internet. During the ensuing years they attended dedication
ceremonies for memorials, remembrance services for the victims,
and raised money for related organizations.

Galvin checks an email list with information about 9/11-related
memorials and events. She sends out brochures about the flag in
case the organizers want to use it in their event. The effort is
organized through the website 911remembranceflag.com.

The flags, stickers, paiches and lapel pins all are made in the
United States, she said.

As the 10th anniversary approaches, Galvin spends most evenings
filling orders after she comes home from her job as a buyer for
Xerox Corp.

"f | can show in some small way the family members of the victims
of 9/11 that they're not forgotten, | feel good about doing that," she
said.

BLOUDON@DemocratandChronicle.com

Includes reparting by Cara Matthews of the Gannett Albany bureau.
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